Child Care Services Website Resources 

Prominent links to the Texas Child Care Connection CCS web page to help families and providers make informed decisions and participate in the Child Care Services Program.
For Families


1. Apply for Child Care Assistance
· The Child Care Services (CCS) program helps eligible Texas families pay for child care with scholarships so families can go to work, search for work, and attend school or job training. To learn about and apply for child care scholarships through the CCS program, visit Texas Child Care Connection at Child care scholarships | Texas Child Care Connection

· To apply for CCS scholarship assistance, start your application at Texas Child Care Connection for Families

· There are basic eligibility requirements for the CCS program that include: living in Texas, the child is under the age of 13 (or 19 with a disability), and the child is a U.S. citizen or has legal immigration status. There are additional work, school, initial job search, training, and income requirements to be eligible for the CCS program. To learn about the CCS program eligibility requirements, visit https://www.childcare.texas.gov/for-families/child-care-scholarships 

· Income limits: Families with CCS scholarships pay a portion of the child care cost. To view the current CCS income limits, the parent share of cost chart, and a cost calculator, visit https://www.childcare.texas.gov/for-families/child-care-scholarships 

2. Waitlist and Application Status
· Currently, there is not a waiting list. Open enrollment.


3. Finding Child Care
· To learn about the types of child care providers that are eligible to serve children in the CCS program, visit https://www.childcare.texas.gov/for-families/child-care-scholarships 
o Licensed child care centers  
o Licensed child care homes  
o Registered child care homes  

· To search for a provider, visit https://www.childcare.texas.gov/for-families/finding-child-care  

4. Child Care Quality and School Readiness
· Learn how the Texas Rising Star program can help you choose the best child care provider for you at https://youtu.be/owtAK_0n7JI 

· Texas Rising Star is a quality rating and improvement system for eligible child care programs. To learn about the Texas Rising Star program, including information on the child care provider criteria and requirements to achieve certification status, visit Texas Child Care Connection at https://www.childcare.texas.gov/texas-rising-star/about-texas-rising-star 

· To view a list of child care providers that meet quality indicators, visit Texas Child Care Connection at https://www.childcare.texas.gov/for-families/understanding-quality-child-care 

· Texas School Ready is a comprehensive early childhood teacher training program combining a research-based, state-adopted curriculum with ongoing professional development and progress monitoring tools. The goal of this program is to help children prepare to enter school. To learn more about Texas School Ready, visit https://texasschoolready.org/ 
· Pre-k partnerships are when schools team up with high-quality childcare programs to help teach and care for children. To learn more about pre-k partnerships, visit https://www.childcare.texas.gov/for-families/child-development-and-wellness/learning-and-development 

5. Health and Safety Information
· Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC) Child Care Regulation (CCR) has health and safety requirements for child care providers, including infectious disease prevention, building safety standards, provider training, and provider regulatory compliance history. To learn about the requirements, how to find your local HHSC CCR office, and check the compliance history of a provider, visit https://www.childcare.texas.gov/for-families/child-development-and-wellness/health-safety 
o Infectious disease prevention  
o Building and facility safety  
o Provider training requirements  
o Provider regulatory compliance history

6. Developmental Screening and Early Intervention
· To learn about the Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and Treatment (EPSDT) program, visit https://www.hhs.texas.gov/providers/health-services-providers/texas-health-steps-providers 

· To learn about developmental screening services through Part B and Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), visit Early Childhood Texas at https://www.earlychildhood.texas.gov/child-development 

· To access developmental screening resources, visit https://www.earlychildhood.texas.gov/child-development 
7. Maintaining Child Care Assistance
· To view the Parent Rights and Responsibilities form, visit https://www.childcare.texas.gov/child-care-services/ccs-forms-families

· Families requesting a transfer from one child care provider to another must begin the process at least two weeks in advance. For more information about CCS program provider transfers, visit https://www.childcare.texas.gov/for-families/child-care-scholarships 

· To view common CCS program forms, visit https://www.childcare.texas.gov/child-care-services/ccs-forms-families 

· It’s important for all children in the CCS program to regularly attend and report attendance. All CCS providers have attendance rules. To learn more about the CCS program, visit https://www.childcare.texas.gov/for-families/child-care-scholarships  

8. Additional Family Resources
· 2-1-1 Texas offers access to community resources such as food, housing, and health services. To learn more, visit https://www.earlychildhood.texas.gov/find-program  , visit 2-1-1 Texas | Texas Health And Human Services Commission, or dial 2-1-1 from a phone.

· To find local parenting classes or family support resources, visit https://www.earlychildhood.texas.gov/find-program 


For All: reporting Fraud


· To report suspected child care fraud to TWC, visit https://www.twc.texas.gov/services/report-fraud 
